
2. RECOGNITIONS 

Information: 2.1 Recognition - Five STEM High School Students 

  

Nathan Ruyan – Coordinator of Career Tech in the CCAA Department 

Congratulations to the STEM HS students for their outstanding achievement in this year’s VEX 
Robotics Competition.  VEX is known globally as the world’s greatest two minutes in robotics.  It 
leverages competition to increase the technical ability of students while learning in-demand 
workforce skills.  (He then introduced Mrs. Dina Popa, Campus Principal.) 
  

Dina Popa – STEM HS Campus Principal 
Thank you for taking time to celebrate these amazing learners and their amazing robotics coach 

tonight.  It has been a remarkable journey for the STEM robotics team.  They’ve competed 
together for the past three years and have accomplished so much in such a short amount of 
time.  During those three years, their collaboration and application of our design process have 
enabled them to celebrate the following: 
  

1 VEX design award 

2 VEX build awards 

2 VEX excellence awards 

4 times tournament finalists 

5 times skills champions 

6 times tournament champions 

They won the 2020 state championship for VEX robotics skills 

They won the 2021 state championship for the VEX tournament 
  

More importantly, the friendships and the sense of family they have developed will be treasured 
for the rest of their lives.  Leading the way for our program is their VEX robotics coach, Sam 
Appleby.  He has taken our robotics program from its inception to multiple state championships 
in just five short years.  (She then invited him up to introduce the young men and women.) 
  

Sam Appleby – STEM Robotics Coach 

It was an honor to watch these young men and women take the state championship.  Thank 

you to my wife and family because they are the program’s greatest supporters.  There is no 

way I could give the time and dedication to these wonderful learners without the love and 
support of my family.  It’s been a wild school year and with the support of all the administration 
at the district level, the building level, and CCAA, so many safety plans were written which 
allowed us to compete this season and keep us safe and we are very thankful to all of you for 
that.  
  

He said to any other students and families who are listening…..it might not be robotics, but I 
encourage all students and parents to get involved in some sort of extra-curricular activities.  I 
really think it makes the educational experience all the better.  Be part of something….join a 
team, join a club; school can be so much more than just a classroom and experiencing that is a 
very special thing. 
  

He then welcomed the students and introduced them one by one:   Eleanor Smith, Alex 

Isaiah, Nikolai Radonjich, Sage Waehler and Noah Klein 

 


